REPLACE THE PROMPTS IN EACH FIELD WITH YOUR ANSWERS

Critical Reading Worksheet

complete before reading

Part 1: Preview of Reading

Bibliographic details

Previewing analysis

AUTHOR(S)

List all the author's names here.

Does the source provide information
about the author? Explain.

PUBLICATION DATE

List the date of publication here.

TITLE OF SOURCE

List the source's full title here.

PUBLICATION

List publication information here.

Would the source be considered
current for a discussion of the topic?
Explain.
What does the title tell you about the
source (i.e., its tone, focus, audience,
etc.)?
What does the publication info tell you
about the source and its audience?

INFORMATION

ONLINE RETRIEVAL

List the URL or retrieval database info here.

What expectations do you have about the source’s treatment of the topic?
Based on your preview of the source, what topics do you expect to be treated and in what manner
(i.e., tone, depth, etc.)?

Part 3: Critique of Reading

Part 2: Analysis of Reading

Identify the author’s main point
As expressed by the author
Provide a one or two sentence quotation that
best reflects the author's main point. Be sure to
include a reference to the page where it
appears in the source.

Your paraphrase
Paraphrase the quotation you entered at the
left.

Identify two or more things the author does to support his or her main point.
For each of the key supporting moves taken by the author, summarize what the author does to
support the main point (e.g., “analyzes . . . “; “defines . . . “; “appeals to. . .”; etc.). Be sure to put a
parenthetical page or location reference identifying where the author makes this move in the
source. Feel free to provide (in addition) a short quotation.

What seems to be the author’s key aim (or aims) in treating the topic?
Remember that the author's aim is different from the author's main point. An author may make his
or her main point for a variety of reasons: to explain, to entertain, to argue, to threaten, to
encourage, etc. Explain your assessment.

What are the strongest and weakest parts of the author’s treatment of the topic?

Identify the strongest and weakest passages, providing page references to where they appear in
the source. Explain your assessments.

What is your overall critical assessment of the author’s treatment of the topic?
Based on the analysis and reflection above, write a single statement articulating your overall
critical perspective on how effectively the author treats the topic in attempting to achieve his or her
overall purpose.
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